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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COLOMBO 2277 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINR, CE 

SUB J : COLOMBO SOUTH BY-ELECTION 

REF: COLOMBO 1960 

1. IULY 18 COLOMBO SOUTH BY-ELECTION WAS WON 
EASILY BY UNITED NATIONAL PARTY (UNP) LEADER 
J.R. JAYEWARDENE. JAYEWARDENE THUS REGAINED 
NATIONAL SATE ASSEMBLY (NSA) SEAT HE VACATED 
MAY 14 TO PROTEST NSA EXTENSION BEYOND FIVE-YEAR 
LIMIT IN FORCE AT TIME OF 170 GENERAL ELECTIONS. 
JAYEWARDENE POLLED 36.919 (74 PERCENT) OF 50.264 VOTES CAST. 
WINN 

NG WITH 25,801 MAJORITY OVER J.R.P. 

SURIY APPERUMA, FORMER UNP MEMBER WHO RAN AS 
INDPENDENT AFTER HIS RECENT OUSTER FROM UNP. 

SEVEN OTHER INDPENDENT CANDIDATES LOST DEPOSITS. 

APPROX 69 PERCENT OF VOTERS TURNED OUT 
COMPARED WITH ABOUT 72 PERCENT IN 1970 GENERAL 
ELECTION. 

2. COMMENT: UNITED FRONT DECISION TO STAND 
ASIDE DENIED JAYEWARDENE CHANCE FOR DIRECT 
ENCOUNTER ON ELECTION ISSUE AND EXPOSED UNP 

TO POSSIBLE EMBARRASSMENT WHEN EX-UNPER ENTERED 
RACE. BEST GUESS IS THAT SRI LANKA FREEDOM 
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TROTSKYITE LANKA SAMA SAMAJA PARTY (LSSP) 

STALWARTS SUPPORTED SURIY APPERUMA OR STAYED 
HOME, AND UNP MEMBERS SUPPORTED JAYEWARDENE 
EVEN MORE HEART IY 
THAN IN 1970, WHEN HE CAPTURED 

60 PERCENT OF VOTES CAST IN RACE AGAINST LSSP'S BERNARD SOYSA 
IN TWO-SEAT CONSTITUENCY. ELECTION SHOULD STRENGTHEN 
JAYEWARDENE'S POSITION AS UNP LEADER AND SHOWS VOTERS DID NOT 
DISPUTE J.R.'S CLAIM THAT UF MORALLY OBLIGATED TO 
SEEK ELECTION NOW. IN ABSENCE OF UF CANDIDATE, 

ELECTION RESULTS DO NOT PERMIT ESTIMATE OF RELATIVE 
STRENGTH OF UNP AND UF IN COLOMBO SOUTH. 

VAN HOT .LBN 
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